PAST TENSE (IMPERFECT)

In Spanish there are two past tenses. You’ve already learned the preterite tense.
This chapter we will learn the other past tense — the imperfect. The endings for
this tense are easy so your real challenge will be deciding when to use the

imperfect and when to use the preterite.

The imperfect endings are;

-AR VERBS

aba DaMmos

abas 0ais

Q | | .

aba nan

-ER & IR VERBS

Ia lamos

las lais

V4

ia £l




Examples;

Mirar — to watch

Miraba Mirabamos
Mirabas Mirabais
Miraba Miraban

Comer — to eat

Comia Comiamos
Comias Comiais
Comia Comian

When deciding whether to use the imperfect or the preterite, follow these basic
guidelines until we discuss it in more detail.

Use the PRETERITE for;
Completed actions
Use the IMPERFECT for;

Actions that were ongoing, but are now completed.



The imperfect tense has no stem-changing verbs and only has 3 irregular verbs.

SER - TO BE (WAS/WERE)

Era Eramos
Eras Erais
Era Eran

IR - TO GO (WENT)

Iba Ibamos
Ibas Ibais

Iba Iban

VER -TO SEE (SAW)

Veia Veiamos
Veias Veiais

Veia Veian




